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encomium on Shenoute reports that his fame during his lifetime 
did spread as far as Rome, where a work of his "on the exit from 
the body" is said to have been read aloud on some occasion — 
whether in Coptic, Greek, or Latin is not recorded. But apart 
from this one statement, the truth of which one might or might 
not be inclined to accept, there is no evidence to suggest that 
Shenoute ever gained any significant renown outside of Egypt, or 
any renown at all to the north and west of the Mediterranean Sea. 
Even his attendance at the Council of Ephesus in 431 is really 
documented only in his own writings, and Syriac literature — to 
the best of my inexpert knowledge — knows only a version of the 
typically hagiographic Life of Shenoute,^ as well as a prayer that 
Syriac tradition attributes to him. 


? É. Amélineau, Monuments pour servir à l'histoire de l'Égypte chrétienne 
(Mémoires publiés par les membres de la mission archéologique francaise au 
Caire 4; Paris 1888-1895) 244; cf. Georg Zoega, Catalogus Codicum 
Copticorum Manu Scriptorum Qui in Museo Borgiano Velitris Adservantur 
(Rome 1810; repr. ed. Hildesheim and New York 1973) 379-380. The work 
mentioned (ETRETSING! 680A ONCWMa Fripoue) is not specifically identifiable in 
the corpus of Shenoute’s transmitted works. 

* In legendary and rather vague form, his attendance is also reported in 
the Bohairic Life of Shenoute 88 128-130 (ed. Johannes Leipoldt, Sinuthii 
Archimandritae Vita et Opera Omnia [3 vols. (numbered 1, 3, 4); Corpus 
Scriptorum Christianorum Orientalium 41, 42, 73 (Copt. 1, 2, 5); Paris 
1906-1913] 1:57-59; Engl. tr. David Bell, Besa, The Life of Shenoute [Cistercian 
Studies Series 73; Kalamazoo 1983] 78-79); this report is somewhat more 
extensive in the Arabic version of the Life (ed. Amélineau, Monuments 
[n. 2 above] 426-428). 

"P Nau, "Une version syriaque inédite de la Vie de Schenoudi,” Revue 
sémitique d'épigraphie et d'histoire ancienne 7 (1899) 356-363; 8 (1900) 
153-167, 252-265; L. Guidi, "Le traduzioni dal copto," Nachrichten von der 
Königlichen Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften und der Georg-Augusts-Universitát 
zu Góttingen 1889, 49-56, at 52-56 (but this leaf is of Egyptian origin, namely 
from the Monastery of the Syrians in Wadi Natrun). 

"E Nau, “A propos d'une édition des œuvres de Schenoudi. La version 
syriaque des prières de Schenoudi, de Jean le Nain, de Macaire l'Égyptien et 
de Sérapion," Revue de l'Orient chrétien 12 (1907) 313-328, at 320-322; see 
further Michel Pezin, "Un texte copte de la priére attribuée à Chenouti," in: 
Mélanges Antoine Guillaumont. Contributions à l'étude des christianismes 
orientaux, edited by René-Georges Coquin (Cahiers d'Orientalisme 20; Geneva 
1988) 63-68; and Nathalie Bosson, "Un palimpseste du Musée Copte du Caire," 
Muséon 104 (1991) 5-37, esp. 5-16. 


















Shenoute the Monk 





But once Shenoute's name became known to European 
orientalists toward the end of the seventeenth century, knowledge 
about him grew rapidly. Especially when manuscript fragments 
from the remains of his own monastery' library first began to 
reach Europe, near the end of the eighteenth century, it was 
inevitable that Shenoute would eventually emerge as an out- 
standing figure both in the history of Coptic literature and in 
the history of Egyptian monasticism. But how very little was 
known about Shenoute before research into the remains of 
his monasterys library began is shown by the decision made 
about 1735 by the Sacra Congregatio de Librorum Orientalium 
Correctione that Shenoute’s name (among others) had to be 
omitted from the diptychs of the Uniat Coptic liturgy then being 
published in Rome,‘ because the responsible authorities could 
find no evidence to prove that he lived before the Council of 
Chalcedon, and hence they feared that he was tainted by the 
“schism of the adherents of Dioscorus.”’ Ironically, the question 
of Shenoute’s floruit came later to revolve around the issue of 
whether or not he lived long enough even to know that the Council 
of Chalcedon took place, let alone to take a stance on its decisions. 
We know now that Shenoute’s life belongs mainly to the second 
half of the fourth century and the first half of the fifth century, 
but it can be demonstrated that he did not die until the year 465, 
and that extreme old age, poor health, and a reclusive life deep 
in southern Egypt did not prevent him from being aware of the 


‘I assume that the publication in question is Raphael Tuki, mxwm 
NTemmMont Nanapopa (Rome 1736), which, however, I myself know only from 
the listing in Winifred Kammerer, A Coptic Bibliography (University of 
Michigan General Library Publications 7; Ann Arbor 1950) 85 (no. 1496), and 
other secondary references. 

"Agostino Antonio Giorgi, Fragmentum Evangelii S. Iohannis Graeco- 
Copto-Thebaicum Saeculi IV (Rome 1789) clv: "In Liturgia Copt. S. Basilii 
P. 20. apud La-Croz. in Lex Copt., Boniurium, Renaudotium, aliosque 
commemoratur NENIWT A884 wenoyt NAPMIMANAPITHC, Pater noster ABBAS 
SCENUTIUS Archimandrita. Quod nomen ideo retentum non est in Liturgia 
Missalis Coptici Rom. editionis, quia, ut recte memini, nullis certis monu- 
mentis probari potuit coram amplissimis Patribus Sac. Congreg. de librorum 
orientalium correctione, Senutium Archimandritam sanctitatis fama ante 
Schismatis Dioscoriani tempora in Aegypto floruisse." 
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glimpse of Pcol (“our first father who died”) as head of his 
monastery. “You saw him many times,” Shenoute reminds the 
community, “standing, speaking with you in the house of God, 
giving the first word, which came out of his mouth into yours, 
making you think about it as you repeated it after him." * Am I 
wrong to suppose that this vignette shows us Pcol providing 
novices with their first piece of desert wisdom, their first "word" 
to help them focus their minds on the difficult task at hand? 
Shenoute goes on to remind his fellow monks how they heard 
their first father, "standing in your midst, speaking the word of 
God, striking himself in the face on account of your iniquities, 
crying out, with his hands on his head, ‘Woe to me, my children! 
Woe to me, my brethren! Woe to me, you works of God's hands 
who have perished!’ All his words, which he spoke to you in his 
compassion, do they not ring in your ears even now?" " Shenoute 
also indicates that both Pcol and his successor achieved a certain 
renown for their teaching, such that people — “outsiders” — 
would come from a distance to be instructed by them, presumably 
in the form of sermons and catecheses; and their instruction was 
also committed to writing, such that others could "hear their 
words, without knowing them in person." "° 

Early on in the history of this monastery, a womens com- 
munity at some remove, but still within the same region, became 
associated with Pcol's institution.? That this association occurred 


'5 Shenoute, Canon 1, XC 30, ed. Leipoldt, Opera (n. 3 above) 3:207:22-26. 
Shenoute addresses the community as "you," feminine singular, that is, 
tcynarwrn "the community" or “the congregation" (see further below, at n. 23). 

" Canon 1, XB 43:i.17-ii.16 (FR-BN Copte 130? f. 89r, unpublished): 
eqasepaTq oHTOYMHTe esu Hngaxe HNNOYTE: eq2toye EQOYN 2Hneq2o0 
€TBeNOYMNTQAQTE€: EQWY EROA epenedáux AXNTEYANE:` Xeoyoi Nai nagnpe- 
OYOi Nai NACHNHY: OYOÜ Nai NEgBHOYE Hetz HTINOYTE HTAYTAKO: HH NEQQAX€ 
THPOY NrAqxoov NE 2HNeqHNTUAN2THQ NCEWW EROA AN 2HNOYMAAXE WA2OYN 
erenoy. 

18 Canon 1, XC 60:i.21-26, ii.4-10, ed. Henri Munier, Manuscrits 
coptes (Catalogue général des antiquités égyptiennes du musée du Caire, 
nos. 9201-9304; Cairo 1916) 104. Unfortunately, nothing has been transmitted 
to us of such records from the earliest years of the monasterys history. 

? On the structure and organization of the “White Monastery federation,” 
see Bentley Layton, "Social Structure and Food Consumption in an Early 
Christian Monastery: The Evidence of Shenoutes Canons and the White 
Monastery Federation A.D. 385-465," Muséon 115 (2002) 25-55, at 26-29. 
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early on is shown by the rules that were in force under the mon- 
: asterys second father, and which probably go back to Pcol 
I himself. The fourteen surviving rules are all formulated according 
to the following pattern: “Cursed is any man who does such-and- 
such," or “Cursed is any woman who does such-and-such," or 
“Cursed is anyone who does such-and-such ... whether young or 
old, father or son, man or woman.”” Furthermore, Shenoute 
S records that Pcol's successor took responsibility for consecrating 
f the womens eucharistic bread," and Shenoute himself regarded 
it as a part of his responsibility from the beginning of his own 
tenure as father of the monastery to regulate the women’s life 
exactly as he did the men's. Whatever was laid down for the life 
of the community was laid down for one and all, whether great 
or small, whether man or woman.” 

These two communities, then, together with a second men's 
community (perhaps the "Red Monastery" founded by Pshoi?), 
constituted — already during the first years of Shenoute's tenure 
— a kind of monastic federation, which Shenoute referred to 
either collectively as "this community," or more precisely as 
"these communities."? On the other hand, hermits continued 
to live in isolation in the surrounding desert, in some kind of 
loose association with the main monastery, such that they were 
welcome, and even expected, to assemble together with the monks 
in residence in the monastery at appointed times of the year. In 
fact, Shenoute himself spent most of his life as one of those 
hermits, directing his communities by means of male elders who 
functioned as intermediaries, carrying written communications 
; back and forth as necessary. 








? Canon 1, XC 7-8 (AT-NB K 9101, unpublished): qcooyopr RétovoooyT 
UNa-...; CC2OYOPT lSIOYC2IMe ECNA-...; (CQOYOPT NSIOYON NIM &TNA-... EITE Ko! 
ITE NO6 EITE et erre WHPE EITE QOOYT eire CIME. 

" Canon 2, XC 221, ed. Kuhn, Besa (n. 59 below; cf. n. 14 above) 
117:27-118:2 (instead of n in line 28, jist is expected; neukeeiwT R2XAO0 nai 
ereHnqock xmiraqikor& "our other father, who died recently" is Shenoute's 
immediate predecessor). 

? See Krawiec, Shenoute and the Women (n. 60 below) chap. 5, "'They 
Too Are Our Brethren': Gender in the White Monastery." 

? Layton, "Social Structure and Food Consumption" (n. 19 above) 26-27 
nn. 7-9. Layton prefers to translate cynarwrn in Shenoute’s mouth by 
congregation" rather than by “community” or (literally) “synagogue.” 
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— by Shenoute, acting, as he says, “on a command from God. 
But the father did not want to believe what he heard, choosing 
instead to believe the accused, who swore that he was innocent 
and that nothing of the sort had ever occurred in the community.” 
Worse still, he turned the father’s heart against Shenoute," who 
might thus well have appeared to be arrogant, suspicious, jealous, 
ambitious, and at the very least inclined to slanderous speech 
against his neighbor. Probably it was at this time that some began 
to ask (sardonically I would think), "But who are you to pass 
judgment or to make inquiries? Or maybe you yourself want to 
be our leader? Do you really think you could do that?" > 
Shenoute was stricken, chiding himself for a fool for not 
having kept his mouth shut in his cell, rubbing dirt onto his own 
head and grieving in private.” But he accepted his fate as God's 


(Torino, Museo Egizio, Cat. 63000, Cod. IV) (Catalogo del Museo Egizio di 
Torino, 1st ser, Monumenti e Testi 8; Turin 1996) Ixxvi-Ixxix, with reference 
to p. 69 (Coptic 89:1.16-22, where one expects KOCMIKOC, rather than KOCMIKON, 
also in the second occurrence of this word). 

? For example, Canon 1, XB 45:i.1-3 (FR-BN Copte 1302 f. 90r, 
unpublished): pÑoyrwy eroa 2rriirioyre (see the next note for the context, 
and see also n. 31 below). 

* Canon 1, XB 44:ii.1-45:i.5 (FR-BN Copte 130? ff. 89v-90r, unpublished): 
2WCTE NTeKeOY4 TANMOY XeTecipe NoenoRHYe enee ` NGTHNQOCYTC: Hee 
€XOOC XEEROK TWN Howe ATIVE €20YN EPÕ` EROA Xegapea2epaTe EPOQ 
?WevnokpiCic: eqxuoy HHO ENOYNORE epexi6oA HrieqHTO EROA XeTOYAAMB: 
epeprikckTÓ HrieqouT EROA HNETXw N€ nai THPOY QHITPEQWOXNE nad HOYKOYI 
ETAMOY ETBHHTE 2NOYTU) EBOA ZITHMNOYTE ETENAWEINE EPOQ AN; compare 
YW 80:i.11-26 (FR-BN Copte 130? f. 2v, unpublished): ewxenTnatTangoyT an 
ofinetxw MOY NAK EROA 2ITHIIROYTG XGIIGKPOCQ MOON H2HTN HCKHTI AN OH (e 
elioernai €TXI$OA MNEMTO €BOA AMNOYTE XGMHAAAY NKpOQ 2PAÍ Hänn" OYAE 
AAA Nowe Hasan H TWAN. 

? See the preceding note, as well as Canon 1, YW 79:ii.13-23 (FR-BN 
Copte 130? f. 2r, unpublished): ewxeknanwr esor HHoi Mmaciwt NFTHAZEPATR 
epoi eTPAXÓ NAK Hrter2HraonT 20€ onbe eyMe neTXo HMOQ NAK EROA 
9rrñirimoYyre (for the continuation, see n. 27 above). 

? Canon 1, XB frg. 2v(?):ii.13-5 from below (FR-BN Copte 130° f. 93v, 
unpublished): fitknim [2lowq expine: n egine fut ekovau NTOK eapxet €2px1 
exqn- H PÔ kNAQ&FSoMH EPrai; compare YG 220:i.22-27 (FR-BN Copte 1302 f. 46r, 
unpublished): up ATS An rieurapxooc xeuu Epenal odp eapxet Egpai EXWN. 

" Canon 1, XB 83:ii.2-7 (FR-BN Copte 130? f. 91r, unpublished): kw nai 
EROA XGANOK NGNTAITEE NE NCASATE xeñmkw RTASUX 2ipipoi; YW 81:1.30-11.8 
(FR-BN Copte 130? f. 3r, unpublished): anok rap rieró NCOs xXEHMTWM epwi 
Hoo °HrtxHA Ri&oixe RTASU elgeugkKao Exwi HXYXXT ayw eipine eiata2oH. 
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judgment upon him. “Woe to me," he wrote, "for I have sinned. 
Therefore my heart has become troubled. If the Lord has decided 
to trouble my heart, who is going to say to him, “What are you 
doing?' For, that which he willed, he has done."* Shenoute 
describes his distress as being like a sword thrust into his heart 
and spirit, which he was unable to remove before it drew blood. 
The Lord might choose to remove this sword at some time, but 
nevertheless Shenoute knew that the area around the wound 
would remain a punishing sore for the rest of his life. 

And so he made up his mind to leave the community. Not 
to rejoin the kosmikoi in the world outside, but to withdraw 
further, into the complete isolation of the desert. Addressing the 
monastery's father directly, he wrote: "If my desire to help you 
has only brought you more trouble, then forgive me. You are the 
master of your affairs, and I am the master of my affairs. And 
I am responsible for deciding to withdraw to the place that God 
will assign to me... Do not let your heart be distressed, father. 
I will not be an obstacle to you, nor to anyone else in an affair 
like this. Behold! I declare that if the Lord shows me the way, 
I charge myself not to eat in company until I go unto God." * 

Everything that I have related thus far concerning this 
incident in Shenoute’s early monastic career I have taken from a 
letter that he wrote within a few days of his final interview with 
the monastery’s father, an open letter of farewell addressed to his 


* Canon |, YW 78:ii.23-79:1.6 (FR-BN Copte 130? f. 1v-2r, unpublished): 
OYOÏ AE Nai ANOK Xe€alpuoRG: CTRETIAÍ ATTA2HT WIE EYQMOKD ` EWXEANXOEIC 
KPING Et HOENMKAD NIHT Sopal ENAQHT NIM HETHAXOOC Haq X€GKPOY 
NENTayoyawd rap NENTACAard. 

55 Canon 1, YW 79:i.12-ii.7 (FR-BN Copte 130? f. 2r, unpublished): nxoeic 
NETO HHNTPe xeTNAROK epxTG AnnoyTe epereicudqe NHKX2 H2HT rPTOP oriraonT 
MHHATNA XEMMIEWSHSOM NTOKMEC GBOA €HIIATCXICMOQ: €QQAnp2Nac AG OM 
oHovCcHY A6IIXOEIC GNATOKMEG EROA H2HT NANN TIGCK( TE THPG MMA 
ENTAYTOKNGC 6804 NonTrd qnagure gai NOYKOAACIC NHKA2 NENT Want Rok 
epa Tc Hrixoic. 

* Canon 1, YW 77:ii.18-78:i.4.13-29 (FR-BN Copte 130: f. 1, unpublished): 
GWXEAYIWB AG H9OYO Tare Copal exHriekon T ETBEXEAÏOYWY EfFTOOT NMMAK KO 
HAÍ GROA KO HrIXOGIC HNEKIWE ANOK QWWT TO HNXOGIC HNaowR: ayw TO Hrixoeic 
ETPAANAXWPEL ENMA ETEPEMNOYTE NATOWG Hal: — ANPTPEMEKQNT Mka? NTOK 
NAGIWOT HTNXXOPH XN EPOK: OYAE 6€AAAY QNowR iTeive ` eiConHTe Txao MMOC 
xcepyannxoeic fee nal: trwy HMO ETHTPACYEMOEIK 2HKOIBOHNIA Wal TROK 
epatd Hrinovre. ` 
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I cannot continue on this occasion to present Shenoutes first 
letter in detail. In order to conclude, let me return to the narration 
of events. The second half of the first volume of Shenoutes Canons 
is a second open letter to the community, the surviving contents 
of which make it clear that it was not necessary in the end for 
Shenoute to sever his ties with the monastery entirely as he had 
intended.* For, a second incident of grievous sin could not be 
covered up, and with its discovery came the recognition that 
Shenoute really was a man gifted with special insight." Thus 


begun to develop his image of the pit of sin earlier in this work, XC 19-21, 
ed. Leipoldt, Opera (n. 3 above) 3:200:4-201:8. 

* Sadly, the beginning of this second letter is also wanting. Almost 
certainly it falls in the lacuna between XB 152 and XC 111 (FR-BN 
Copte 130? f. 96v and 130? f. 43r respectively, both unpublished). A long section 
of this work comprises a series of allegories in which Shenoute encrypts his 
own and the sinners’ actions: in YG 172-XC frg. 1c (ed. Amélineau, Œuvres 
[n. 28 above] 1:445-460), note the sections introduced by tuaTauo xeeyriiraon 
eov and similar phrases (YG 174, 175, 177-178, 184, XC frg. 1b’, 1c‘). These 
allegories are the "vivid omens" that Schroeder has desribed briefly in "Purity 
and Pollution" (n. 26 above) 145-146, summing up the "core problem" that 
they "illuminate" as "the presence of particularly sinful monks ... render[ing] 
the monastery as a whole vulnerable to the devil's work.” She concludes 
(146): “It appears that the corrupting acts of some members have placed the 
whole community under God’s condemnation. For Shenute, the monk who 
leaves his or her body open to the presence of another renders the entire 
community open and vulnerable to sin and evil. Sexual activity allows the 
devil to enter not only the individual monastic body but also the corporate 
monastic body. Now the collective group faces damnation because of its 
failure to address its polluted members” (see further Schroeder's recently 
completed doctoral dissertation, cited in full in n. 60 below). No less import- 
ant for the further analysis of this section of Canon 1 is to recognize that a 
reconstruction of the events that precipitated both the letters in the volume 
depends to some extent on the correct decipherment of these allegories in 
concrete (auto)biographical terms. 

51 Canon 1, YG 173-174, ed. Amélineau, Œuvres (n. 28 above) 1:446:8-15. 
Shenoutes formulation of his thoughts here seems rather careless and is 
therefore difficult to follow exactly, but I think he meant to say something 
like the following (correcting Amélineau's reading of YG 174:i.1-3 to eie 
uielpeun an on ne ETanzoyTG etc. [collated in Oxford, March 2001]: “If you 
(the community) had not seen, at another (former) time, by the agency of this 
person's (Shenoute’s) speech, acting on a command from God, a part of 
yourself having perished in their own impurity and pollution, then you would 
also not be inclined to believe him with regard to what he says now. For also 
at that (former) time you mistrusted his words until you saw with your eyes 
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revealed as a prophet, a strict ascetic, a learned man, and even a 
writer, the earlier notion that he might want to be the monastery's 
leader became more earnest. But Shenoute was disgusted by the 
community's previous treatment of him, and his response to their 
new admiration was: "Not only does this person (Shenoute) have 
no desire for what you are considering in your foolish heart, 
which speaks (nothing but) foolishness, but not even the Lord's 
ministering angels want to get near you." * 

But whether he wanted it or not, whether he continued to 
live in the monastery or instead made good on his vow to 
withdraw more deeply into the desert, he did soon take over 
responsibility for the communities and became their third father. 
And here begins the career of "Shenoute the Archimandritc,” 
with which students of Egyptian monasticism may already be 
familiar — more or less. The documentation for the first three 
years of Shenoute's career as father of the monastery is contained 
in volume 2 of his Canons, and here several texts previously 
attributed to Shenoute's successor Besa must now in fact be 
reinterpreted as works of Shenoute from this very early period.” 
This second volume of Shenoute’s Canons offers some surprises 
of its own, especially to do with Shenoute's handling of his 
perceived responsibility for the women's community. His diffi- 
culties in this regard — and apparently he had some severe 
difficulties — are the subject of a recent monographic study by a 
young American scholar of ancient Christianity, Rebecca Krawiec, 


those whom the Enemy killed, and just so do you mistrust his words (on the 
present occasion). If you had heeded his advice (on the former occasion), you 
would also have seen the others who remained among you in sin, and you 
would have been amazed at them, and you would have realized that your 
ascetic labor and theirs has been in vain." That some — but not all — of the 
sinners had been exposed and severely punished on the (a?) previous occasion 
is indicated also by a passage in the first work in Canon 1, XC 22, ed. Leipoldt, 
Opera (n. 3 above) 3:201:21-202:11 (cf. Layton, "Social Structure and Food 
Consumption" [n. 19 above] 50 n. 108). 

* Canon 1, YG 220:ii.2-15 (FR-BN Copte 130? f. 46r, unpublished): oy 
MONON XEGONETIAI AN ENETEPEMEEYE epooy 2HroY2nT NRCOS: ETXW N2ENHNTCOÉ: 
anaa NAT (6)AOC HAEITOYPFOC NTGITXOGIC €2NAY AN e[e]npocexe epo. 

* See n. 14 above. The relevant "fragments of Besa” that I attribute instead 
to Shenoute are Kuhn' nos. 36, 37, 42, and 43 (K.H. Kuhn, Letters and 
Sermons of Besa [2 vols; Corpus Scriptorum Christianorum Orientalium 
157-158 (Copt. 21-22); Louvain 1956] 1:117-126, 131-133; 2:113-120, 124-126). 
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Discourses and other works.” We hope that the first volumes of 
our edition might appear during the next several years, so that 
students everywhere where there is an interest in the history of 
monasticism will soon be able to become better acquainted with 
this extraordinary figure from the earliest period of the Christian 
monastic tradition: Shenoute the Archimandrite, who of course 
began his career as Shenoute the monk. 


® The team members apart from me are: Heike Behlmer (Gottingen), Anne 
Boud'hors (Paris), Bentley Layton (New Haven), Tito Orlandi (Rome), Frederik 
Wisse (Montreal), and Dwight W. Young (Chicago). See further Layton, "Social 
Structure and Food Consumption" (n. 19 above) 25-26; Emmel, Shenoutes 
Literary Corpus (n. 1 above), "Preface." My own assignments in the project 
include Canons 1 and 2. 

















COPTIC MONASTIC LITERATURE: 
THE FORGOTTEN NAMES * 


Tiro ORLANDI 


Like every human being, a monk is made up of soul and 
body. That is why, when we investigate the memories of past 
monks, we refer to what remains of their spiritual activity but 
also of their material presence in the world: written documents, 
from one side, and archeological monuments, from the other. 
In the case of many of the Egyptian monks, this works smoothly. 
We can see the ruins of Pachomian monasteries (in the region of 
Hou - Diospolis Parva), and we have the text of some literary 
works of Pachomius? together with the lives of him and of his 
successors. We can see the monastery of St. Antony (near the 
Gulf of Suez); and we have the text of his letters and of his life 
(written, according to trusted opinion, by the great Athanasius). 


* Peculiar abbreviations are at the end of the paper. 


! On the archaeology of the Pachomian mnoasteries, cf. Louis Théophile 
Lefort, Les premiers monastères pachómiens. Exploration topographique, 
Le Muséon 52 (1939) 379-407; Agypten, Archiv für Orientforschung 27 
(1980) 281-316; Gary Lease, The IV Season of the Nag Hammadi Excavation, 
21 December 1979 - 15 January 1980, GM 41 (1980) 75-85; Bastiaan van 
Elderen, The Fourth Season of the Nag Hammadi Excavations, ARCE 
Newsletter 111 (1980) 25-26. 

? Cf. L.Th. Lefort, CEuvres de S. Pachóme et de ses disciples, Louvain, 
Secretariat CSCO, 1956, CSCO 159, 160; Amand Boon, Pachomiana Latina, 
Louvain, Bureaux de la Revue, 1932, Bibliothèque de la Revue d'Histoire 
Ecclésiastique, 7. 

? Ample photographic evidence in Massimo Capuani, Egitto copto, 
Milano, Jaca Book, 1999, 119 ss.; cf. P. van Moorsel, Deir Anba Antonius 
veertien jaar na mijn eerste campagne, in: C. Fluck et al., Divitiae Aegypti. 
Koptologische und verwandte Studien zu Ehren von Martin Krause, 214-222, 
Wiesbaden, Reichert, 1995. 

^ S. Rubenson, The Letters of St. Antony: Origenist Theology, Monastic 
Tradition and the Making of a Saint, Lund, Lund University Press, 1990; 
L. Cremaschi, S. Atanasio, Vita di Antonio. Apoftegmi. Lettere, Roma, Edizioni 
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